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October Magic 
 

Autumn is second spring, 
When every leaf to me is a flower 

 
Ahh, it doesn’t get any better! 
October’s bluest, clearest sky 
Cool nights, brilliant oranges, 

Plump pumpkins for pies and jack-o-lanterns, 
And all the rest… 

 
Wooly-worms come out 

All the best are banded wooly bears 
They just keep on going 

 
October to me the most bright, colorful time of year 

Goldenrod along the roadside continue to shine 
Asters all the colors you can think of 

Oh yes, mums aglow, brighten any fall combo! 
Butterfly float through, from blossom to blossom 

 
I miss the smell of burning leaves 

I know its wrong, but oh how I miss it 
 

My soul absolutely delights in autumn 
After all, fall is sweater weather 

 
God, our majestic artist, 

Has taken His paintbrush from green to scarlet, 
Deep purple, gold, and orange 

A palette spattered with these autumn hues 
 

It’s still a miracle 
He changes the leaves designed for us in His mind 

 
Have you seen the artist at work? 

Our God, He is the greatest 
 

Fabulous fall foray, all ablaze 
God gave us a treat before the harsh weather arrives 

 

Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder 
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A simple circle on a map, over forty years ago, changed my 

life.  Or maybe, the circle wasn’t so simple.  Dad’s grand-

parents, and Mom’s parents were getting older.  Dad was 

looking for a grocery store to own and operate or at least 

for another job.  But they felt they needed to be close to 

their aging relatives.  So my parents (John and Janice Wal-

lerich) sat down at a map and made a circle.  Then they 

prayed to God.  They asked that God would provide a gro-

cery store within that circle for them.   

     When it came time to make a decision, God tested their 

faith.  Within that circle, Dad had a job offer in one town 

and a possibility, but no guarantee, to purchase a grocery 

store in Kalona.  My parents continued to pray.  What do 

you logically do in a situation like that?  The thing is that 

they didn’t see God pointing them to the logical.  So they 

decided to put their house up for sale.  The house sold in 15 

minutes.  (No, that isn’t a mistake.  15 

minutes.)  Our family didn’t have a 

home to move into yet.  The housing 

market in Kalona was entirely different 

forty years ago.  There were only two 

houses for sale.  Unfortunately, neither 

fit the bill of what our family needed, so 

we moved that summer into a single 

wide trailer.  There we were, in Kalona, 

where there was no certainty that my 

parents would be able to purchase the 

grocery store.  They took a step of faith.  They felt God 

leading them to Kalona.  God gave them the vision of 

where He wanted them to go. 

     Due to God’s grace, my parents purchased the grocery 

store on October 6, 1973.  It wasn’t an easy task to run a 

grocery store.  In fact, that store recently had a couple of 

short term owners who hadn’t been able to make it work 

for them.  There was a group of people in town who had a 

bet going about how long my parents would own the store.  

It would be interesting to see what those people would say 

now. 

     I would love to say that all the success of JW’s Foods is 

because of my parents.  I think they are truly awesome, but 

the success of JW’s is not because of them.  JW’s success 

is due to God’s vision for them and their willingness to be 

faithful to God’s leading.  God had a reason for my parents 

to own JW’s. My heart is so tender when I think of the 

times I saw my parents share Christ with salesmen, custom-

ers and employees.  I’ve had the privilege to see my parents 

care for the people in the grocery store, because that is 

what God led them to do.  My parents were faithful to 

God’s vision.  God was faithful to them, first by giving 

them the vision and second by blessing them for their obe-

dience in following that vision. 

     Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the 

people perish;”  Vision from God is important for God’s 

people.  How else will we know what we are to do in this 

life?  In Joel 2:28-29 God tells us this: “I will pour out my 

Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will proph-

esy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 

will see visions, Even on my servants, both men and wom-

en, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”  

     As a church, I want us to be looking for God’s vision for 

us as a body of believers.  I want us to grasp that vision and 

take the leaps of faith that vision calls us to take.  Some-

time in every Christian’s life God is going to ask us to do 

something that doesn’t make sense in this world.  At that 

point each of us needs to decide two things.  One, how big 

do we believe God is, and two, do we truly trust God?  I 

have to admit in my life, there are days when I see God as 

tiny and I don’t trust Him much.  That shames me.  The 

truth is that God is bigger that I can ever imagine and God 

is the only one who is completely trustworthy.  He will 

never let anyone down. 

     So here is my challenge to Kalona Mennonite.  Let us 

work together so we all learn to see God as BIG!!!  and to 

take leaps of faith.  Let’s learn as a church to lean on God, 

commit to believing the visions set before us, and to take 

steps towards those visions before it makes sense to the 

world.  I know this is a big challenge.  I know it is scary.  

We like to have all the money in hand before we do a pro-

ject.  We like to have the people committed to work before 

we start a program.  We like guarantees.  But that isn’t 

faith.   Our God is big and powerful.  Let’s act like we be-

lieve it!   

As always, in pursuit,  Dawn Wyse 

In Pursuit 



MYF News 
 

During Bible study we 
started a new theme: Why 
Not Now? It kicked off 
with Reggie Hostetler 
talking about Timothy. 
He focused on walking in 
the Spirit instead of with 
the Spirit. He also talked 
about once we focus on 
God and all he has for us, 
everything else seems to 
fall into place. In Acts 
there is a verse that talks 
about how everyone sick 
just wanted to feel Peter’s 
shadow because it would 
heal them. The Spirit in-
side of Peter radiated into 
his shadow. If we focus 
on God amazing things 
will happen.  

     Soon we will be mak-
ing Christmas shoeboxes 
for Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas 
Child. Each grade was 
assigned one category of 
items that they will bring 
to MYF to fill the shoe 
boxes. We will be making 
gifts for one boy and one 
girl who are about 10-14 
years old. 

Larissa Wyse 

 

Pastor Scott first brought to my attention The 12 Scriptures Project proposed by 
Mennonite Church USA. Others asked if I was aware of the 12 scriptures project. 
Local churches and Iowa Mennonite School (IMS) already had taken this organiza-
tional challenge. So if you have not heard…what is the 12 Scripture project?  

     I will give a brief overview of the process described by Mennonite Church USA 
and the process our church will be taking. If you care to read more details or watch 
the information presented on video it can be found at http://
www.mennoniteusa.org/2012/03/22/the-twelve-scriptures-project/  

     Mennonite Church USA challenged congregations to take on this process after 
Terry Shue, director of leadership development Mennonite Church USA, made a dis-
covery at a church he was visiting that built on the desire expressed by delegates at 
the Pittsburg convention, for churches to give priority to spiritual formation. The ini-
tial congregation had selected and posted in a prominent position 12 foundational 
scripture “not only to reflect who they are as a congregation, but to shape a genera-
tion yet to come.” 

     So how will Kalona Mennonite church take on the 12 scripture process? Please 
start with prayerful consideration, then each household in the congregation can make 
a list of 12 Scriptures that they believe to be the most formative for Christian life to-
day. These lists will then be brought to small groups or Sunday school classes, where 
people will discuss them and agree on a list to come from that group. Don’t forget to 
add ways you think the church could use these foundational truths. 

      Things to consider along the way (according to Mennonite Church USA):  

 Context—how are these texts particularly important to your context? How do 
these texts connect with your current context more than they might have 50 years 
ago? Why? 

 Mission—how do these texts inspire and direct the vision of our congregation? 

 Values—how do these texts support, express or build upon the core values of our 
congregation? 

 Formation—how have these texts shaped persons in our congregation into Christ
-likeness? How will they be used to do the same formative work for the next genera-
tion? 

     Each small group or Sunday school class can decide how they come up with their 
list.  You can devote time from your regular meeting, add a social event, or select 
someone to combine your individual list (if you do not want to devote class time to 
discussion). Please return group lists in foyer box by Sunday October 13. These lists 
will be used to plan Sunday morning worship and be passed on to the Elders and 
Church Council.   

Karen Schrock, Worship Commission Chair 

*Quotes taken from Article published: March 22nd, 2012, by: Mennonite Church 
USA (see Website). 

12 Scriptures Project 

http://www.mennoniteusa.org/2012/03/22/the-twelve-scriptures-project/
http://www.mennoniteusa.org/2012/03/22/the-twelve-scriptures-project/


As I looked out my kitchen window, I saw two humming-
birds at our hummingbird feeder.  From their actions of fly-
ing to the feeder and staying only seconds, I guessed that 
the feeder needed refilling.  In spite of the pots of tomatoes 
bubbling into juice on my stove, I took the time and mixed 
up a new batch of hummingbird syrup and set it aside to 
cool. 

     When the mixture was cool enough, I patiently took my 
time, cleaned the feeder and filled it with fresh feed for the 
birds, and hung it back in place, satisfied that the tiny birds 
would now be able to feed in peace. 

     Since it was a canning day, I spent a lot of time at the 
sink below the kitchen window, so I had a lot of time to 
observe those little birds.  They flew in, took a quick sip 
and to my surprise, flew away again.  I watched more close-
ly and saw that neither bird allowed the other one to come 
to the feeder to eat.  There was plenty of room for several 
birds, but one sat guard until the other came and then 

chased it away.  This 
happened all morning.  I 
really wanted to have a 
talk with them. 

     And I thought how 
like the hummingbirds 
we are.  We are hungry 
for the word of God, for 
spiritual nourishment, 

and the feast is set before us for our taking in, our enjoy-

ment, our growth.  But we let distractions zoom in on us 
and keep us from fully taking part in what is real life to us.  
Too often, we take a sip here and there, but do not drink 
fully and deeply from what is set before us.  Sometimes that 
distraction may be another person, but many times it is the 
urgent that calls us.   

    Our minds go many directions: the dryer buzzes, ready 
for us to hang up dry clothing; the phone rings, or beeps, we 
have a new text that really won’t wait.  What am I fixing for 
dinner; did I put butter on my grocery list?, the laundry is 
waiting to be folded; I really should fix myself another cup 
of coffee and then go to the bathroom.  Should I check face-
book now or later?  (My grandkids may have something 
new to share,) and on and on it goes.  And worse still, I 
wake up grumpy.  You can fill in the blanks for yourself. 

     Another day, I see two little birds, sitting serenely, 
drinking deeply from the feeder. They do not fly away in a 
huff, but are grateful for every drop which is life to them.  
Let me be like that Lord, able to sit in your presence, drink 
deeply from your word, and go my way in peace, knowing 
that you are life to me. 

An Observation by Shirley Hochstedler 

Printed by request 

The Lesson of the Hummingbirds 

The September gathering of WMSC was enjoyed by 31 ladies and 6 children. The project was a whole church project of 
bar soap and so far there are 56 bars of soap. Six baby blankets were also brought in.  

     The next meeting will be on October 2nd and the devotion is "Disobeying Pharaoh: Shiphrah & Puah". Our material 
aid is sewing kits. The articles to put into the kits is listed in the WMSC booklet.  Our meal is a salad potluck: bring a sal-
ad that starts with your first or last name initial and cheesecakes will be provided for dessert. Come and join us to see 
what we all enjoy about WMSC.   

Jennifer Brenneman 

WMSC 



Fall is here and the 

evenings are growing 

longer.  Turn off the 

TV and travel all over 

the world with a good 

book!  

The new church year has begun, and the new 
library committee is now in place.  We met 
recently to check in new books, shelve books 
that have been on our “New Books” shelf for 
a year, and to do a general tidying up.   

     Two Veggie Tale board books, God 
Loves You Very Much, and God Made You 
Special were donated by a very young patron 
who is now done with board books.  
Abuela’s Weave, a Shalom Readers Club 
selection, was added to the bookshelf re-
served for SRC books.  Two family DVD’s 
and a Veggie Tale DVD were also added:  
Little House on the Prairie, Across the Great 
Divide, and Minnesota Cukes.   

     A Foot in Both Worlds, by Vincent D 
Homan, a book on grief written by a father 
who lost his son, and They Would Not Be 
Moved by Harvey Yoder, true stories about 
Christians who did not lose courage under 
the cruel hand of communism are two more 
good reads for you.  Also check out Flowing 
Streams: Journey of a Live Well Lived by 
Stuart Briscoe. 

     Fiction titles by favorite authors include 
Grounded, by Neta and Dave Jackson 
(YadaYada Prayer Group series); Summer of 
the Midnight Sun, and Treasures of the 
North, by Tracie Peterson; Daughter of the 
Loom and Fragile Design by Tracie Peterson 
and Judith Miller; Israel, My Beloved by Kay 
Arthur and The Prodigal by Beverly Lewis.  
Bryson City Tales is now available in 
LARGE PRINT. 

     Stop by the library often, as new books 
are added each month and the well read ones 
are still very good reads.  Fall is here and the 
evenings are growing longer.  Turn off the 
TV and travel all over the world with a good 
book! 

Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 

Library Notes 

Congratulations! 

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church  directory. 

 

Birthdays: 

Ed D Miller,  October 10 

Lynn Brenneman,   October 11 

 

Anniversaries: 

Harvey & Ruby Yoder   October 1,   54 years 

Duane & Florence Miller   October 15,   58 years 

Quentin & Dolores Miller   October 15,  60 years 

Phil & Dorothy Marner   October 16,  58 years 

Gene & Edna Miller   October 17,   59 years    
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The Pastoral Search Committee con-

tinues to move forward in the work 

of calling an associate minister.  

Since our last report, we have been 

advertising the position and we now 

have the application materials from 

several candidates.   

Our next step is to evaluate these 

applications and begin a conversa-

tion with the candidate we select.  

We will be using the materials creat-

ed in June and July—a job descrip-

tion, the Congregational Information 

Form, and the Twenty Pastoral 

Tasks—and compare them with the 

profiles of potential candidates.  

Candidates submit a lengthy form 

called Ministerial Leadership Infor-

mation that includes the candidate’s 

resume and job history.   It also in-

cludes a substantial section on their 

spiritual development and beliefs as 

well as their assessment of their gifts 

and talents.  Additionally, candidates 

submit references from persons who 

know the candidate.  This part of the 

process is not as open since the 

names and status of candidates are 

confidential. 

After the committee selects a candi-

date, the congregation will become 

directly involved in the search pro-

cess.  The congregation will have an 

opportunity to meet the candidate 

and hear them preach.  It will be 

your chance to get to know this per-

son and help you decide if this is the 

person God is calling to serve at Ka-

lona Mennonite Church. 

Please continue to pray for the search 

process and for the committee.  

Members of the committee are Wan-

da Beachy, Lynn Hostetler, Nate 

Miller, Nicole Miller, Robin 

Schrock, John Wallerich, and Frank 

Yoder.  If you have any suggestions 

or concerns, please feel free to talk 

with any of us. 

Frank Yoder, Search Committee 

Chair 

Please continue to pray for the search 

process and for the committee.  

Pastoral Search Committee 


